
April 2024 Volume 22 No.1
Circulation 3,000

Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  V O I C E

Naremburn 
Matters

DEMISE BY DENSITY OR HOUSING BOON FOR NAREMBURN?
 Naremburn will undoubtedly be the most 
impacted Willoughby Suburb should 
the planned density reforms proceed as 
intended due to the classification of the 
area around the Crows Nest Metro Station 
as an “Accelerated Precinct” . 

Unlike other suburbs Naremburn will 
be impacted by two proposed planning 
changes: Low and Mid Rise Housing 
Reforms (LMHR) and the Transport 
Oriented Development Program (TOD). 
Over the past several months we have 
made a 19 paged submission to the 
Department of Planning Housing and 
Infrastructure (DPHI) in response to 
public consultation on the LMHR - 
concerningly public consultation has 
not been open to the public regarding 
the Transport Oriented Development 
Program (TOD) however we have made 
representations to the Parliamentary 
Inquiry and Council. 

At the time of writing the Transport 
Oriented Development (TOD) reforms 
have only been discussed behind closed 
doors between Willoughby Council 
and DPIE – thank you to Clr Greco who 
raised questions at the March council 
meeting and Clr Roussac who followed 
up and provided some information via 
council officers. What we do know about 
these changes and the concerns of the 
community are outlined within below. 
We will keep up to date as details emerge - 
check our website for more information or 
come along to our next meeting.

The density changes facing Naremburn 
appear to be good news for some but raise 
a great deal of concern for most in our 
community – regardless of your view,  
these changes do present major challenges 
to the amenity, heritage and greening of 
our suburb. For some, the flexibility to 
capitalise on their block, the prospect that 
some may be able to add dual occupancy 
for adult children or family members and 
faster approvals appeal.  For developers 
looking to pick up or consolidate blocks 
and profit from building medium/ high 
density across a lucrative suburb, these 
changes undoubtedly present a very 
attractive opportunity. 

However, it is clear that much of what we 
love about Naremburn is under threat 
due to poorly thought through blanket 
reforms. 

www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au /Council

Current planning rules, whilst sometimes 
unwieldy, have ensured Naremburn’s 
survival as a recognisably historic 
suburb for over 100 years! Planning 
which preserves heritage does not just 
deliver beautiful aesthetics and generally 
acknowledged societal benefits. A 
Productivity Commission Inquiry noted 
that heritage homes achieved an average 
of 12% premium over unlisted houses on 
the North Shore and a positive relationship 
existed “where neighbourhood amenity 
was likely to be preserved through the 
listing of a heritage precinct”. So what 
Naremburnians gain in flexibility may be 
offset by a loss of consistency in built form 
due to the overriding of local heritage 
provisions. 

Here we have the rub – do we look 
upon these reforms as a boon or bust 
for Naremburn? A welcome relief from 
restrictive planning laws or a developer’s 
dream come true? The end of an era or 
the opportunity to create sustainable 
housing and habits Surely there is a 
middle ground ?. The Transport Oriented 
Development Program after all is not a 
new concept – many cities worldwide have 
successfully implemented these reforms 
to encourage a higher reliance on public 
transport - but they are only successful 
when adapted to place and underpinned 
by infrastructure investment. Given the 
lack of detail it’s hard to adequately assess 
individual property impacts as yet…from 
what we do know 

consultation and protection of our 
suburbs’ rare attributes is sorely lacking. 
The three  maps included in this feature 
story (per Willoughby Council) give us 
an idea of how widespread these impacts 
will be and further information can 
be found in Council’s March Council 
Agenda (noting that the possibility of 
lot consolidation and the TOD are not 
factored in to the estimated impacts to 
individual lots). Our analysis continues on 
page 6. 

1,200M RADIUS FROM CROWS NEST STATION. WILLOUGHBY LGA BOUNDARY.
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Transport Oriented Development Program (TOD) Area
Note: area of impact estimated by WCC 

• the TOD Program will apply to
heritage conservation areas, a merit-
based assessment will continue to
apply to developments in these
locations, it is questioned how
they could be reasonably applied
given the fundamental and drastic
difference between a 20+m tall RFB
and potentially a row of single-storey 
heritage character homes;

• the TOD program will not apply to
land zoned for industrial uses;

• the existing in-fill affordable housing
provisions set out in the Housing
SEPP 2021, which permit up to a 30%
increase in height and FSR where
a percentage of the development
provides affordable housing, will also
continue to apply over and above
the increased densities under these
proposals. Therefore, there is potential
for the delivery of buildings up to 27m

NORTH SYDNEY COUNCIL ADVICE:

FOLLOW AND SHARE YOUR PHOTOS ON 
INSTAGRAM @ NAREMBURN

TRUE OR FALSE?

Naremburn residents once lobbied to
become part of North Sydney Council Area.

ANSWER ON PAGE 06
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• Better Streets – Artarmon Progress 
Association Special Meeting, slower streets 
advocacy

• Breakfast Meeting with Tim James and the 
Shadow Cabinet

• Streetscape Upgrade Briefing

• Bay Precinct Meeting – Warringah 
Freeway, Density Changes etc

• Presidents Breakfast with the Mayor –
Density Changes, Progress Association 
Structure, CDC’s, Warringah Freeway.

• Density Changes Briefings

• Toll Road Review Preliminary Findings

• TOD Parliamentary Inquiry

•  Donnelly Rd Heritage Proposal

I cover the planning reforms in more 
detail in this issue as they deserve the deep 
consideration of our community - please 
send us your feedback via the members portal 
or secretaries email address. We have made 
strong representations to the Mayor and 
Ward Councillors in reference to these 
changes. The approach the State Government 
and Willoughby Council have chosen to take 
to date has meant very limited information is 
publicly available regarding the Accelerated 
Precinct TOD (see the story for more details).

I was pleased to have the opportunity to 
speak with several Shadow Ministers about 
the threats to Naremburn’s rich heritage, 
green spaces and amenity should blanket 
changes proceed. In his speech to the 
community the NSW Opposition Leader 
committed 
to “protecting the heritage areas around 
the Crows Nest Metro Station”.  We would 
be pleased to host a similar meeting with 
current Government representatives to better 
understand our unique suburb and Housing 
needs.

The Planning Proposal to heritage list the 
whole Donnelly Rd Church/ School site 
is currently open for submissions and we 
strongly advise all in Naremburn to make a 
submission in support. The rich heritage of 
this site has been researched by one of our 
subcommittees and it is deeply woven into 
the fabric of our suburb’s history - joining the 
Willoughby Rd streetscape in a journey back 
in time. Heritage protections do not block 
development but rather ensure any 
development is sympathetically done and 

 reviewed by council rather than subject to 
non-refusal standards. Some good news is that 
by the time you read this you will see the 
Streetscape upgrade project well underway. 
We encourage everyone to get onboard by 
collecting a “Love your Local” Card from your 
local shops and purposely shopping at 
Naremburn shops during the works. NPA 
Members can even win additional prizes! We 
all want our local shops to survive the three-
month renovation!

 With change comes opportunity and so 
it is not all ba d news – the Accelerated 
Precinct TOD comes with considerable 
State Government investment and there 
are opportunities to transform our streets and 
create new spaces…but first we need the 
Ministers (and not just the Shadow Ministers) 
to listen. Please write to the NSW Planning 
Minister directly and ask that he recognises 
Naremburn as a dense historic “support 
neighbourhood” serving the high rise areas of 
St Leonards and Crows Nest. Ask him to visit 
us and understand our unique attributes and 
where investment is required to enable 
further growth Ask him to set aside blanket 
reforms, protect our heritage character  and 
allow for considered  planning for 
Naremburn.

All  we ask in return for this earnest work for 
our precious suburb is your help 
via membership (see our website) and by 
volunteering some of your time. We need 
additional members for our committees and 
subcommittees – please offer your assistance 
(no matter how small) by emailing secretary@ 
naremburnprogress.org.au

LARISSA PENN,
President

OUR PURPOSE

“The Naremburn Progress Association is a  

not-for-profit community organisation.  

The objectives of the Association are to 

promote the welfare and advancement of 

the Naremburn community, to preserve and 

improve the amenity and environment of 

the Naremburn District and nearby areas, to 

encourage a spirit of community and mutual 

help among all residents and to  

co-operate with other groups in pursuit of  

these objects. Matters of business will  

always be pursued on a non-political and  

non-sectarian basis.”

To join us, please go to: https://www.
naremburnprogress.org.au/membership

18th April (5pm) - Donnelly Rd Heritage 
Order Submission due - ensure full 
protection for this beautiful site.

30th April (5pm) - Toll Review Have 
your Say Due. Two-way tolling was 
originally modelled to support the 
Western Harbour Tunnel! https://www.
haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/toll-review

Update - Warringah Freeway and Western 
Harbour Tunnel Letters and Petition. 
198 individuals participated in the letter 
campaign and over 500 in the petition.  
Next steps are to write to the individual 
Ministers asking for a response to Bay 
and NPA.

Update - More Bus Services !? From the 
31st March the NSW government has 
introduced more frequent services in the 
am peak across selected routes. Google 
the Media Release for more information 
“Passengers make a B-line for extra bus 
services in Sydney’s north”

Update - Fantastic Aboriginal Heritage 
Review of Flat Rock Gully …funded by the 
Sewage Overflow fine. Our research and 
interviews contributed to this important 
review into the Aboriginal History of Flat 
Rock Gully. Well worth a read!  https://
www.aboriginalheritage.org/history/flat-
rock-gully-an-aboriginal-history/

Update - Castlecrag Local Centre Strategy 
Development -the first DA has been 
lodged to develop a Local Centres re-
zoned under the recent LEP/ DCP review. 
Watch this space to see what may occur at 
Naremburn Shops!

Planning Alerts and Updates

NEXT GENERAL MEETING (GM) 
Save the date: June 20th. Join us and find out what’s going on in Naremburn – strengthen our community 

voice by adding yours.  Check Website for Details

A new year brings a new 
perspective and sometimes 
new challenges. I have 
attended a running series of 
meetings and read umpteen 
papers since commencing 
the new year to better 
understand the changes and  

opportunities before us. These Include:
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Reclaiming Our Streets: A Vision for 
Naremburn and Beyond

As Secretary of Better Streets Australia, I was recently invited to present at a special meeting arranged by Artarmon Progress 
Association. Some of the ideas from that meeting are relevant for Naremburn.Better Streets is Australia’s peak body for improving 
our streets - for everyone’s benefit. We’re calling for safe, healthy, people-friendly, climate-friendly streets in Australia.

We are calling for streets that:

• are safer – with comfortable spaces to walk, cycle and navigate, with a quiet, low-speed, low-traffic atmosphere in your
neighbourhood. Studies show that in hilly, historic Sydney, 85% of drivers in many many streets are already going 30km/h or
less - we need to formalise, encourage and design for lower, safer speeds where appropriate.

• feel easy to use.

• are healthier streets that make it easier and more natural to walk, wheel or ride for short journeys. Children use great streets to
play, stay active and move around easily outdoors. Better Streets get your body moving.

• make people feel comfortable – by offering shade, greenery, seating, shops and cafes, without the constant roar of traffic or
danger of collisions. Great streets are enjoyable public spaces, open to everyone. Australia has many successful examples of
towns and cities that have improved business and revitalised moribund shopping districts by integrating walking and cycling
into their streetscapes. The rise of last mile delivery by cargo bikes makes this even more enticing and realistic.

• epitomise Climate Action - by promoting a real change in how we use transport, making it easier for more people to embrace
zero-carbon and shared mobility options. Changing the world starts by making our streets better.

Engineers, designers, planning experts and innovative city leaders already have the solutions. Practical examples from around the 
world show how easily they can be brought to life, on almost any street. 

Record-breaking property sales!
We’re excited to share our positive start to the year, marked by some outstanding sales 
results. Since our last edition, Team Chauncy achieved a remarkable 39 property sales, 
setting a strong foundation for the year ahead. One notable success was setting a new 
suburb record with the sale of 13 Central Street for an impressive $5,451,000 prior to 
auction. Also, we’re proud to announce a perfect 100% auction clearance rate for the first 
quarter - that’s a figure worth sharing!

 Other noteworthy sales include 41 Rhodes 
Avenue, selling prior to auction for 
$4,950,000, and 27 Central Street, which 
fetched $4,770,000 prior to auction. 13 
Bongalong Street set a street record for 
a property without parking, selling for 
$3,600,000. Additionally, we secured a 
record off-market sale at 1 Bongalong 
Street for $2,975,000, presenting an 
excellent knockdown-rebuild opportunity. 
Other outstanding sales include a 
townhouse at 22/55 Garland Road, selling 
prior to auction for $2,700,000, and a two-
bedroom garden apartment at 2/52 Dalleys 
Road Naremburn, for $1,550,000 after just 
one week on the market.

Despite current low stock levels, we’re 
seeing a surge in highly qualified buyers 
eager to purchase. With an expected 
increase in listings post-Easter, we 

anticipate heightened market activity in 
the coming months.

In recognition of our team’s exceptional 
service, Peter has been awarded Rate 
My Agent of the Year for Naremburn 
for the 10th consecutive year, along 
with recognition in the Artarmon and 
Crows Nest categories. We’re also proud 
to continue our commitment to the 
community by supporting initiatives 
such as the Willoughby Community 
Preschool’s Easter Fun Day & BBQ, where 
we raised nearly $2,000. A huge thank 
you to everyone in our community who 
generously contributed to the recent 
School for Life giving day, it was a great 
success with over $40,000 being raised 
towards transforming children’s education 
in Uganda. 

If you’re considering selling or need advice 
on any real estate matter, please don’t 
hesitate to contact our dedicated team. 
We’re here to assist you every step of the 
way.

PETER CHAUNCY
PRINCIPAL
MCGRATH ESTATE AGENTS

CROWS NEST AND WILLOUGHBY

M: 0402 036 489
E:PETERCHAUNCY@MCGRATH.COM.AU

FOLLOW US ONLINE HERE:
INSTAGRAM | FACEBOOK | LINKEDIN

ADVERTORIAL

continued on page 5
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Naremburn Shops News with Karl

Naremburn Library

What has changed at the 
Naremburn shops since the 
last issue?
“We welcome Homme Hairdressing and 
Tartufo Nero to the strip with fantastic 
community feedback on both businesses.  
Lifeline has moved further up Willoughby 
Road towards Crows Nest, so still not too far 
away. Unfortunately, increasing rents and the 
current economic challenges have meant a 
sad farewell to our favourite scone and tea 
supplier - Urban Tea House. It was great to 
see a huge representation of the community 
say goodbye to Leigh and the team on their 
last day being open. This is a stark reminder 
of the importance to support local business. A 
large number of Urban Teahouse customers 
reflected that they wished they had frequented 
more and didn’t realise the struggles small 
businesses are experiencing.”

What are you looking 
forward to most about the 
Streetscape Upgrade?
“The streetscape upgrade is going to provide 
locals with an attractive place to enjoy coffee, 
food and drinks in a lovely open environment. 
It will provide a fresh appearance to our 
unique set of shops.”

How can we best support 
Naremburn Shops during the 
changes?
“The current economic climate is challenging 
for all small businesses, and anything on top 
of that is going to see the shops struggle. 
It’s no secret that the shop owners are very 
concerned about the impact of the works and 
how it will affect business and local customers’ 
willingness to continue using the shops without 
outdoor seating and a worksite outside their 
venues. With the support of Willoughby City 
Council, local councillors, the NPA and shop 
owners, a loyalty scheme has been developed 
for customer support throughout the works. 
Named ‘Love Your Locals’, customers receive 
a stamp each time they spend at one of the 
shops and then go into a weekly draw to receive 
a monetary prize to spend at a Naremburn 
shop of choice. This is an excellent scheme 
that hopefully sees continued spend in the 
local community and gives customers an 
opportunity to be rewarded. 

Let’s help support our local business centre. 
Please remember, each time a business has to 
close, that takes away local jobs, a nearby place 
to meet, impacts suppliers, support businesses, 
the shop owners themselves, and a little bit of 
our community is lost. The streetscape upgrade 
is going to be fantastic once complete, so let’s 
work as a community to make sure we have a 
thriving shopping centre once it is finished.”

How long is the Upgrade 
expected to take?
“The upgrade is forecast to take three months. 
However, as with any open air project, wet 
weather will have an impact on the work and 
its timing. Progress will be in stages to assist 
in being less intrusive to the community, 
with the corner of Willoughby Road and 
Naremburn being the first area where we will 
see change from the week commencing 8th 
April. The work site will look a little ugly for a 
while, as with any upgrade, but in the scheme 
of things, it is just a short time and we will 
have a great community area to look forward 
to. The company contracted by Willoughby 
City Council to do the work, have met 
with some of the shop owners and are very 
receptive to feedback along the way. Their 
aim is to minimise noise and dust as much as 
possible. Updates on progress will be available 
on the Willoughby City Council website along 
the way.”

AS WE EMBRACE THE NEW YEAR, WE ARE PLEASED TO BRING YOU THE LATEST TITLES. 
Dive into the latest additions to our fiction collection, explore the culinary world with our new cooking books, or revamp your living spaces with 

inspiring interior design books. 

For those planning their next adventure, don’t miss our most up-to-date travel guides to help you plot your journey!

Naremburn Book Locker
The Book Locker is a free service, available for 

our adult members to collect library items. 
It is located in the foyer of Naremburn 
Community Centre at 7 Central Street, 
Naremburn. Access is available Monday to 
Friday 7:30am – 5pm, or apply for after-hours 
access to use this service 7 days. For more 
information,

visit https://libraries.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Services/

Naremburn-Book-Locker

To find out the latest Library news, subscribe to 
our online newsletter through our website, or 
follow Willoughby City Library on Facebook. 

Adult Fiction

1. The last devil to die by Richard
Osman

2. Tom Lake by Ann Patchett
3. Lessons in chemistry by Bonnie

Garmus
4. Darling girls by Sally Hepworth
5. Lola in the mirror by Trent

Dalton
6. Restless Dolly Maunder by Kate

Grenville
7. Simply lies by David Baldacci
8. The soulmate by Sally Hepworth
9. Yellowface by R. F. Kuang

10. Birnam Wood by Eleanor Catton

Adult Non-Fiction:

1. Wifedom by Anna Funder
2. Did I ever tell you this? By Sam

Neil
3. Outlive: the science & art of

longevity by Peter Attia
4. Spare by Prince Harry
5. RecipeTin Eats: dinner by Nagi

Maehashi
6. Atomic habits by James Clear
7. American Prometheus by Kai Bird
8. Elon Musk by Walter Isaacson
9. 5 ingredients Mediterranean by

Jamie Oliver
10. The book of roads & kingdoms by

Richard Fidler

WILLOUGHBY LIBRARY TOP 10 TITLES DECEMBER 2023

“No tears in the writer, no tears in the reader. No surprise in the writer, no surprise 
in the reader.” 

- ROBERT FROST

Will the Streetscape Team find the Tram Lines 
buried outside the shops?

Image:   Courtesy of Willoughby Library, 

“The Good Old Days” photo entitled: The Last 
of the Trams”.
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STREETSCAPE UPGRADE FINALLY UNDERWAY! JOIN OUR CAMPAIGN 

(SEE BACK PAGE FOR DETAILS) TO SUPPORT OUR SHOPS AND…

1. Get kids active.  Encourage 75% of

children to walk, cycle, scoot, or take 

public transport to school everyday, 

setting them up for healthy habits for 

life.

2. Slow vehicles down. Adopt 30km/h

speeds for local residential streets, and 

urban centres to significantly reduce 

avoidable injuries and fatalities. 

3. Boost local businesses. Improve

and expand beautiful streetscapes that 

people enjoy spending time and money 

in. 

4. Install more crossings. Encourage

walking and improve safety with 20 new 

or improved crossings in each council 

each year.

5. Provide transport choices. Double the

kilometres of connected safe, and direct 

cycle & micro-mobility routes each year.   

Our mission is to work with residents 

across Australia to help them improve 

their neighbourhoods along these lines 

with proven toolkits and approaches. 

Also to work with councils to make 

effective changes to our streets efficiently 

and effectively. And to work with state 

governments to provide rules, resources, 

tools and guidance for councils wishing 

to make our streets better. Contact us via 

our website at betterstreets.org.au.

John McNeil

Secretary, Better Streets Sydney

Here are our 5 recommendations for 
action in Australia.

SuppoSupporrt Nat Narremburn businesses emburn businesses bby shopping locallyy shopping locally 
during the stduring the strreet eet wworksorks

continued from page 3

Go to www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Naremburn-Upgrade 
or scan the QR Code for project updates

Project: Naremburn Local Centre 
Streetscape Upgrade
CONSTRUCTION COMPLETION: mid 2024 (weather permitting)

An exciting new public space is being created 
for the Naremburn Community to enjoy.

This Streetscape upgrade to Naremburn’s local business centre 
is jointly funded by Council and the Federal Government’s 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 
and Communications through its Local Roads and Community 
Infrastructure Program (LRCI). 

This upgrade will provide easier access for pedestrians, cyclists, and 
bus passengers, enhance facilities for the public to improve and 
extend visitation time and create higher economic activity to  
support our local businesses.

Key features include:
• Creating space for people. 

• New seating and a shade structure.

• More landscaping and planting.

• Changing to one way traffic through Quiamong Street 
with separated south bound cycle lane. 

• Additional bike racks.

• Changing parking on the south side of Rohan Street 
to 45 degree parking to maintain existing levels of 
parking in the area.

Jointly funded by

FOLLOW AND SHARE YOUR PHOTOS ON 
INSTAGRAM @ NAREMBURN

TRUE 

 It was felt that Flat Rock Gully was a natural boundary and Naremburn was being under serviced 

by Council!. 
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Planning Feature: Demise by Density 
or Housing Boon for Naremburn?
Cumulative Impacts and Council Submissions to Date

Low Rise (R2 Zone) Housing Reforms

Mid-Rise (R3 Zone)  Housing Reforms

Our R2 zones

Our R3 zones

Kur-ing-gai Council (a second Tier TOD area) have 
launched a substantive campaign against the cumulative 
changes of both proposed planning reforms and have 
taken legal advice. When questioned as to why Willoughby 
Council had not mentioned the TOD in their recent 
submission we received the following response:

“Willoughby Council has lodged a preliminary version with the 
State Govt in response to the TOD reform. The final version 
will be submitted once considered by Council at its 29 April 
meeting. Subject to Councillor endorsement, Planning Officers 
are proposing that Willoughby Council’s TOD response to the 
State Govt will indicate that the TOD at Crows Nest metro 
station should avoid peripheral areas of the initially proposed 
investigation areas such Naremburn centre and R2 and R3 
zones where the available infrastructure cannot support high 
densities. .… Council will also highlight the crucial need for more 
transparency and community consultation.” (Full Statement 
available on our website)

Our concern here is that while Naremburn is facing First 
Tier TOD changes other council areas facing a lesser 
impact are taking a stronger approach.  Community and 
community groups such as our own are not informing 
feedback and the 29th April may be too little too late with 
the blanket reforms due to be announced as we go to print. 
Additionally, the unique cultural history of Naremburn 
and the impact of further development on local waterways 
and bushland do not appear to be strongly represented 
Willoughby Council has not previously protected large 
areas of Flat Rocks borders via environmental zoning and 
R3 Medium Density zones have been permitted to develop 
along its edge. The degradation of bushland as a result is 
plain to see On the heritage front, it is encouraging that 
a heritage proposal is already underway for Donnelly Rd 
however there are many items, i.e  Naremburn Shops 
(majority circa early 1900’s), borders of Conservation Zones 
and Henry Lawson’s Cave, which are not yet afforded any 
protection and may find themselves open to non-refusal 
standards or greater impacts. 

 The Heritage Review we have been promised for two years 
(well before the reforms)  appears at risk of being deferred 
to a new term of council. A lack of protections in these 
areas will potentially see 16-metre-high buildings directly 
bordering Flat Rock and a broad loss of heritage across 
Naremburn. Time is of the essence and our representatives 
need to act decisively in our interests during this term of 
council to protect the unique history of our little suburb.

Estimated Impact of TOD per DPHI:

• high and mid-rise housing within 1.2 kms of 8 priority transport hubs

• Crows Nest Metro Station surrounds are an “Accelerated Precinct” i.e first
TOD in area

• Details to be announced in April

• The TOD will override and extend other reforms

• Affordable housing held in perpetuity will make up to 15 per cent of
homes

• The new SSD assessment pathway (residential investment of
$60M) will bypass  council controls

• DPHI have stated  that conservation areas will not be excluded -
retention of merit assessment uncertain

• The NSW Government has committed $520M for infrastructure.
Councils also encouraged to invest.

Images and Information: Willoughby City Council Website - 
estimated only  https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Council/
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There are many issues but perhaps a greater question to be asked which fans of the movie “The Castle” may appreciate. There has been 
much written but little tested with regard to the government making substantive blanket reforms of this magnitude. Certainly, the 
community has not been consulted about the TOD program and that fact has triggered a Parliamentary Inquiry.  You may recall, property 
rights have been a cornerstone of democracy as far back as the Magna Carta and are featured in human rights and constitutional law.

As the government quite rightly seeks to meet population growth targets fair questions are being asked about the approach. The Law 
Council submitted to a review of property rights undertaken by the Australian Law Reform Commission (ALRC) that additional criteria 
for justifying encroachments on property rights might consider whether:  “the public interest in acquisition, abrogation or erosion of the 
property right outweighs the public interest in preserving the property right;”

,due to blanket reforms, proposed by the current State Government assume that the provision of more housing outweighs the impacts 
in favour of the public interest in all circumstances. In dense, old, overburdened/ areas or in areas with unique character/ heritage and 
environment the widespread disbenefits for many of blanket reforms quite clearly challenge the equation.. Throwing more people in close 
to a trainline compounds the disbenefits already being suffered by a majority due to unsupported growth and a lack of wider infrastructure 
investment. 

Our research into Naremburn is a case in point: Naremburn already contains a diverse range of housing with 2/3rds medium to high 
density forms, we are poorly connected (our cycleway currently ends on the expressway that cuts through our suburb and buses zoom past 
full), we are under-serviced in terms of  schools, sewers and sportsfields and there is ample evidence that the current level of development 
is adversely impacting precious bushland and waterways. Asking us to densify further adds insult to injury without substantive investment 
in projects which address these issues. It would be in the public’s best interest to consider the alternatives; there are currently 240 dwellings 
in the 2065 postcode and 24% of commercial properties in Crows Nest/ St Leonards lying vacant and widespread restrictions around 
smaller additions such as granny flats. Clearly there are opportunities to provide the style of housing most needed with less impact. The 
view aspiring, mutli-million dollar high rise apartments and large scale duplex’s we have seen to date are not addressing the gap.  The 
public interest argument will be lost in Naremburn until the State Government considers place sensitive solutions that are underpinned by 
substantive investment which creates further capacity.  

Low Rise (R2 Zone) Housing Reforms                

Mid-Rise (R3 Zone)  Housing Reforms

DO THE CHANGES PASS THE PUBLIC INTEREST TEST?

INCONSISTENT DUPLEX DEVELOPMENT IN NAREMBURN
Both duplex developments below provide the same amount of housing 2 x 3 bed homes (Image: Google Maps)

More Large Parks and Infrastructure is Desperately Needed

The Minns Government has cited 
Haussmann’s Paris as a reference point for 
these reforms. I recommend you read up 
about this era and what it entailed! Reporter 
Kim Willsher of the Guardian comments 
“France remains divided over whether the 
man who transformed Paris into the City 
of Light was truly a master planner – or an 
imperialist megalomaniac.” 

Regardless of the execution, the mandate 
behind the transformation was clearly 
enhancing the beauty of Paris and the 
health of Parisiens whilst housing the 
masses – and that involved transforming 
rather than diminishing open space, light, 
air, community facilities, trees and parks 
…not simply connecting people to public 
transport. Haussman, with Napoleon’s 
backing, planted six hundred thousand trees 
and added two thousand hectares of parks 
and green space to Paris. 

These changes were widely welcomed but 
there were critics who claimed that the 
densification and ordered beautification 
came at the cost of mediaeval villages and 
town squares with some claiming that he 
destroyed the “old world charm” of the city. 

Our submission points out, the Minns 
government has the opportunity to avoid 
the failure that followed Haussman across 
history by not adopting a one size fits all 
approach. By reserving Naremburn (and 
suburbs like it) as a “neighbourhood of 
support” for high rise dense St Leonards, 
for example, Minns can surely keep the old 
world charm and liveability alive in Sydney? 
Any further density can only work with 
greater levels of investment.

If the public interest equation is to be 
rebalanced, we need to see clear plans in 
place for the areas being densified and that 
means substantive investment by the State 
Government in transforming government 
owned land and creating new spaces. 

Given the density already in place,  capping 
the freeway would provide for the most 
comprehensive reclamation of space 
on the Lower North Shore.  Developer 
contributions to council won’t create the 
scale of space needed. If the government 
wishes to develop like Haussman, they need 
to think bigger.

I would strongly suggest you write 
personally to Council, our local State 
MP and particularly the NSW Planning 
Minister about these issues and request 
that Naremburn be excluded from blanket 
reforms. You can also make a submission 
to the inquiry. Vive la Naremburn!

By Larissa Penn

Photo Credit: Transport for NSW. Rozelle is receiving 14 kms of 
parkland above the Rozelle Interchange. Why not the Warringah 
Freeway at Naremburn and Cammeray?.

a recent knock down rebuild duplex the Federation that was removed (centre) and 
duplex in character next door 
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Sowing Seeds of Friendship: Flat 
Rock’s  Community Garden

Something special has been growing 
for the past year in one Naremburn’s 
backstreets - the third of Naremburn’s 
three Community Gardens  – the 
Flat Rock Community Garden. With 
two summers and a winter under its 
belt, this garden has proven to be a 
delightful blend of veggies, herbs, and 
newfound friendships.

In our inaugural season, tomatoes and 
basil hit it off like old pals, following 
the apparently sacred rule that says, 
“eat together, grow together.” Zucchinis 
and cucumbers also joined the veggie 
party, with one cucumber achieving 
superhero status, reaching the size of, 
well, half an arm. Winter rolled in, 
and our garden transformed into the 
land of chard, prompting us to whip 
up Spinach and feta pies – so many 
that they’ve become a freezer’s secret 
treasure trove.

Now, in the second summer season, 
our garden beds have embraced a 
bit of an identity crisis. Pumpkins, 
zucchinis, and cucumbers have 
become such bosom buddies that 
the two beds decided to join forces, 
creating a foliage-filled unity. While 
we’re still waiting on a bumper crop of 
fruits, we’ve learned that these veggies 
demand a little romance with flowers 
and a gentle nudge with a tiny brush 
– gardening matchmaking at its finest.
Forget about traditional garden talk;
we’ve got a tree swing and a water gun
that’s supposed to water the veggies but
usually ends up spraying everyone in

We even tried offering roadside herbs, 
but, alas, someone misunderstood and 
vanished with several plants & a pot. 
Our attempt at herb generosity lasted a 
whopping four days

Huge thanks to the Willoughby Council 
for not only building this oasis a year 
and a half ago but also footing the bill 
for the wood. We’ve got a water system, 
though, to be honest, we’ve used it 
about as much as we’ve used our gym 
memberships. No commitments here 
– just drop by whenever, chat, get your
hands dirty, and maybe get sprayed by
an overzealous water gun. After all, we’re
all busy folks in a world that demands
commitment, so why not take a breather
and enjoy this quirky, laughter-filled
window of community time in the
sunshine? Everyone’s welcome!

By: Bettina OtterbecK

Autumn is the perfect time to stock up on 
a free resource, readily available within our 
community, that can solve the majority of 
your compost probl ems – leaf litter! 

Composting is a great way to stop fruit and 
vegetable scraps from ending up in general 
waste. When food breaks down in landfill 
(imagine veggie scraps tied up in a plastic 
bin liner), it rots in a way that produces 
environmentally harmful gases such as 
methane.  In comparison, when kitchen 
scraps are composted, microorganisms 
convert the waste product into rich compost 
that can then go back into the garden or 
give your pot plants a boost. A win for the 
environment and removes the need to buy 
compost. 

Composting is very easy, but people often 
give up once they encounter common 
challenges like insect infestations or bad 
smells. 

Whether you use an open bay system, 
dome bin, tumbler or a hole in the ground 
– all composting methods need common
ingredients: air, moisture, carbon-rich
organic matter and nitrogen-rich organic
matter.

So what does this actually mean? 

As a starting point, a good balance of dried, 
brown garden waste (think crushed up twigs, 
dried leaves), shredded paper, cardboard 
or newspaper in balance with the green 
waste (fruit and vegetable scraps, lawn 
clippings, garden prunings) will make sure 
there is the right chemical, bacteria and 
microorganism composition for the process 
to work properly. For every handful from 
the nitrogen-rich category, it is a good idea 
to add the similar amount from the carbon-
rich category.

The perfect time of year to set 
your compost system up for success

continue page 9
ADVERTORIAL

Authorised by Kylea Tink.  
Level 10, 2 Elizabeth Plaza,  
North Sydney NSW 2060.

kyleatink.com.au

What can my Federal Electorate Office help you with?
Many North Sydney residents are surprised by the number 
of things that the Electorate Office can help with.
My team can help you navigate federal government services such as the NDIS, 
Centrelink, My Aged Care and the ATO.

We can help with visa and passport issues.

We provide nationhood materials such as flags, constitutions and portraits of 
King Charles III.

We have an onsite JP on Fridays.

We can help community organisations in applying for grants to support 
community projects.

In addition, my team has developed the “Powering to Net Zero” guide to electrifying 
your home or business, and the financial incentives available in our electorate.

A full list of resources is available on my website: kyleatink.com.au but please 
do not hesitate to contact the office if you have any questions.

I’m listening…
To the people of North Sydney 
& would love to hear from you

(02) 9929 9822        kylea.tink.MP@aph.gov.au
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The perfect time of year to set your 
compost system up for success
By: Penni Morris

Beyond that, occasional aeration by stirring or forking over will make sure there is 
enough air to support the microorganisms in doing their thing. The amount of liquid in 
the average caddy full of kitchen scraps adds moisture, but a quick hose can help if it is 
looking too dry. 

When these things are in balance your compost should have a nice brown colour, be 
damp but not wet and will have a mild, earthy smell. Now sit back and relax, in a few 
months you will have usable compost at the bottom, while you keep adding to the top. 

An overload of fruit and vegetable waste is often the issue if it is starting to look 
sludgy or has an insect infestation. If the balance is off, that’s when the composting 
process slows down and the pile stagnates. In most instances, this can be solved with a 
good bucket full of dried leaves and a stir to get the airflow going. Even adding more 
nitrogen-rich components, but in the form of some garden prunings, can help. 

If too much acidic waste has been added (such as citrus, berries or tomatoes) it might be 
starting to get too acidic, in which case a sprinkle of dolomite lime can help re-set the 
pH and make it a more appealing environment for the good microbes and bacteria.

UNDERSTANDING THE PLANNING PROPOSAL TO HERITAGE LIST 43 DONNELLY ROAD, NAREMBURN

A thorough heritage review has been 
undertaken with experts noting that: “The 
site is not within a conservation area and 
current planning instruments do not 
provide sufficient protection for those 
buildings in the complex which are not 
covered by the (existing) heritage listing 
or mapped curtilage.”

The Proposal, based on findings and 
recommendations from the Holtham 
Heritage Report,. evaluated the heritage 
significance of the site against seven 
criteria established by the Heritage Council 
of New South  Wales. Additionally, it 
examines significant historical themes and 
assesses the integrity  and condition of 
the buildings. See supporting documents 
on the Have Your Say Willoughby page: 
https://www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.
au/planning-proposal-for-43- donnelly-
road-naremburn 

 The Holtham Report found the site to 
contain an ensemble of structures, in fair 
to excellent condition, which form pivotal 
landmarks 

 in the local vicinity noting that the 
complex of buildings are “historically and 
socially connected to St Leonard’s Church 
and as a group they retain landmark 
qualities

The Holtham Report ultimately finds that 
the complex of buildings on the Property 
are of “sufficient heritage significance to 
warrant inclusion within the curtilage 
of the local heritage item. The adjoining 
Sisters of St Joseph’s convent is also 
considered to be important to the group 
however is not part of this assessment.”

You may know that Willoughby City 
Council made an Interim Heritage Order 
(IHO) in respect of the Presbytery and 
School Buildings published 26 May 2023.  
An appeal against the IHO was dismissed 
on 17 January 2024. 

Willoughby Council clarifies that this 
“Planning Proposal does not approve 
demolition or construction directly; a 
Planning Proposal changes the LEP and 
future Development Applications for 
specific works would need to respond to 
the rules set in the LEP.” 

A heritage listing does not prevent 
future development but would ensure 
development retains the overall built form 
and character of the site - the residential 
development of the heritage listed 
Naremburn Public School site opposite 
is a good example of development that 
retains heritage character. 

Without a listing the site would likely 
fall under the government’s Mid-Rise 
and TOD density changes which will 
allow for multi-story developments that 
bypass council controls and may not take 
heritage conservation into account. Whilst 
this process began well before the density 
reforms were announced, the support for 
and progress of this listing couldn’t be 
more timely. Many thanks to Willoughby 
Council Officers, Councillors and the 
Mayor for their work on this matter.

Please see the flyer on the back page or go 
to Willoughby Council’s the “Have your 
Say” to make a submission by 5pm 18th 
April 2024.

Further tips:

• Go for a dome bin enclosed with rodent proof mesh or a tumbler to keep any rodents away.

• A dome bin that is in contact with the soil will make a great compost/worm farm hybrid – allowing the worms to come and go to
suit their needs.

• A handful of manure (such as from backyard chickens, not dog or cat!) can give the whole process a super-charge and really speed
the process up.

Most households have no problem coming up with the green waste, but in this digital age it can be harder to come across old newspapers 
and shredded paper. So why not do your neighbours a favour and gather up some of those autumn leaves from the footpath and hoard 
them away. Stock up now for a happy compost system for months to come.  

You can claim a council subsidy for composting under their “Compost Revolution” website - check your eligibility here:
 https://compostrevolution.com.au 

Image: Willoughby City Council, Compost Revolution Website.

continue page 9

continued from page 8
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MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Tanya Taylor provides an 
update on Naremburn goings-on. 

Thank you for the 
opportunity to provide 
an update to the 
Naremburn 
community.Earlier this 
year, our CEO Ms 
Debra Just announced 
her retirement A 
selection panel has 
been appointed in 

accordance with the Office of Local 
Government’s Guidelines and Mr Hugh 
Phemister, Director of Infrastructure and 
Planning, has been appointed Acting CEO to 
ensure continuity as we transition into a 
change in leadership. 
While Council supports and encourages 
strategically located growth to provide 
sufficient and diverse housing for its growing 
community, the NSW Government's proposed 
changes to planning legislation do not 
strategically locate growth capacity, which 
could lead to overdevelopment and have a 
significant impact on current infrastructure. 
The proposed changes also override our Local 
Environment Plan and Development Control 
Plan, which were developed in consultation 
with our community. We believe that our 
community has the right to participate in 
determining the future of our urban 
environment, which will undoubtedly have an 
impact on our environment in general. The 
submission Council officers made to the 
Government in response to the changes will be 
reviewed at our March meeting.
I am committed to delivering efficient 
outcomes for our community and am pleased 
with the amount of work that has been 
undertaken to update our Project Management 
Framework. Our updates will incorporate more 
real time reporting of risks or emerging issues 
to ensure increased transparency and 
communication. A briefing was held with 
Councillors in February and March 2024 to 
discuss options presented, with a further one 
planned, to discuss further ways to enhance 
the Framework and ensure Council is 
embodying best practice and delivering 
efficiently.
Council has confirmed the Willoughby Leisure 
Centre upgrade project is now expected to be 
completed in 2025. At the February 2024 
meeting, Council considered public and 
confidential reports on the Willoughby Leisure 
Centre project. The public report stated that 
the original mid-2024 completion date would 
not be achieved, with the project now 
envisaged to be completed at some stage in 
2025. The project’s originally forecast cost of 
$38.86 million will increase. Council continues 
to work collaboratively with its contractor 
(Belmadar) on cost and timeline matters. As 
further information becomes available this will 
be shared..

COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
Councillor 
Georgie 
Roussac
In November 
Councillors 
unanimously 
supported a motion 
Councillor Samuel 
and I submitted 

requesting a community briefing on site at the 
Royal North Shore Hospital (RNSH) so the 
community and clinicians can provide 
feedback on the RNSH Campus Master Plan 
2023-2063. The NSW Government’s Master 
Plan is proposing to redevelop the southern 
campus of the RNSH along Herbert Street. 
Much of this development precludes future 
use of this land for patient related health care 
by the hospital as it primarily proposes 
building commercial offices, diverse 
accommodation and retail shops. Key worker 
housing and residential developments are 
critical but they should not be built on land 
that’s needed for the long-term viability of 
RNSH.The NSW Government’s proposed 
housing reforms have been a big talking point, 
and rightly so. More housing is absolutely 
needed however key concerns including the 
impacts of inappropriate in-fill development 
such as loss of tree canopy and biodiversity, 
congestion and lack of infrastructure and 
services must be addressed. I’m interested to 
hear your views.So very sad to hear The Urban 
Teahouse will no longer be part of the 
Naremburn Village. A big thank you for your 
warm hospitality and delicious muffins, 
chicken sandwiches, Ruffa dog treats and so 
many other delights. Leigh, Casey, Coni, Misa 
and Ali – you will be sorely missed.

GEORGIE ROUSSAC
P | M 0459 879 379
E: Georgie.Roussac@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Councillor 
Nic Wright

I share the 
community’s 
concerns around the 
changes to 
development that 
have been proposed 

 by the State government, particularly in areas 
that would override our heritage and 
conservation zones.  Residents may be aware 
of the work Council has already done 
regarding increasing housing supply in 
preparing its recently approved development 
policies (known as the DCP and LEP) and 
Willoughby Council has a proud history of 
working constructively with State 
governments to meet housing targets.
While the need for more local housing, to
 stop young families from moving out of the 
area and also keep essential workers like

 teachers and nurses close to schools and 
hospitals is obvious, a blanket approach that 
ignores local knowledge is unwarranted.  I will 
continue to advocate to State Government 
Ministers that our local community must have a 
voice in how these changes are implemented 
and that better outcomes will be achieved by 
working with residents, rather than ignoring 
them.  I have received assurances that these 
messages are being heard at the highest levels 
of Government, and am confident we will find 
an appropriate compromise.  If residents would 
like to receive regular updates on these 
matters, you can contact me via email or 
signup to my newsletter at www.nicwright.com

NIC WRIGHT
P | M 0481 033 442
E: nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 

Councillor 
Anna Greco

The Planning Proposal 
for 43 Donnelly Road, 
Naremburn (St 
Leonard's Church Site) 
is open for public 
submissions 

until April 18 at 5 pm. It's important to clarify that 
this proposal doesn't prohibit development but 
seeks to encourage development that respects 
the site's heritage significance. 

The property comprises a cluster of buildings 
intricately linked to St Leonard's Church, serving 
as notable landmarks. Supported by historical 
evidence, site inspections, and building 
examinations, it's evident that these structures 
hold significant heritage value.

Of particular importance is the site's association 
with the sisters of St Joseph, notably their 
founder, Mother Mary of the Cross MacKillop, 
Australia's first saint, who is believed to have 
personally selected the site for a school. 

I highlight the site's cultural and historical 
significance as documented in various reports 
and I emphasise the courage and contributions of 
the sisters of St Joseph in establishing a school 
which provided education for girls at a time when 
girls education wasn’t prioritised.Willoughby City 
Council took steps to protect this heritage by 
implementing an interim heritage order (IHO), 
which the Land and Environment Court upheld 
despite legal challenges from the developers. 
However, given the site's location outside a 
conservation area and the inadequacy of current 
regulations in protecting certain buildings within 
the complex, it's imperative to extend safeguards 
to ensure their preservation.The decision is now 
in our hands: do we preserve our heritage, 
including our women’s heritage for future 
generations or do we pave the way for 
unrestricted development in Naremburn?

To make a submission go to: https://
www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/planning-
proposal-for-43-donnelly-road-

naremburn

If you would like to discuss this or other issues 
affecting you please contact me, I will be 
happy to help.

ANNA GRECO
P | M 0459 866 064
E Anna.Greco@Willoughby.nsw.gov.au
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WHAT LURKS BELOW? 
Content Warning probably not best read with food!

“As Australia’s first colonial settlement, Sydney has the country’s oldest and most intricate network 

of water mains, sewage pipes and stormwater pipes. Whilst it has coped with population growth 

and development since it was laid, a significant proportion of this water infrastructure is now 

reaching its structural life.” Sewage Overflows in the Sydney Coastal Region, Alexandra Moors, 

Independent Researcher, 2015.”

By Phillip Biggs and Larissa Penn

Image:Construction of the NSOOS in the late 1920s. 

Courtesy: Sydney Water / Water NSW Historical 

Research Archive – 30.5.29-3

Many of us will not have considered what 
lies beneath our suburbs, cities, and business 
districts. The tangled web of infrastructure 
that supports our everyday lives and ensures 
our health is something we have become 
increasingly aware of in recent times.

Many of you will recall our front line 
experience of what can happen when 
infrastructure fails. In 2020 a major sewage 
overflow incident occurred in Naremburn 
– sports fixtures were cancelled, bush tracks
closed off, playgrounds evacuated, and 39
locals moved out of their homes (Google
EPA Naremburn sewage). Raw sewage flowed
through Naremburn streets.

In 2023, the EPA successfully prosecuted 
Sydney Water and one of the biggest fines in 
NSW history for a single overflow event was 
levied – It turns out that this was a larger event 
than we suspected with 16 million litres of raw 
sewage released through our residential area.

In considering the density changes we must 
ask what will more flushing toilets do to a 
system already clearly at breaking point?

It is eye opening to realise that there is a 
mainline sewerage system running through 
Naremburn. The North Shore Ocean Outlet 
Sewer (NSOOS) serves areas as far away as 
Blacktown and Seven Hills and is expected 
to serve the growth areas of Parramatta, 
Chatswood, Ku-ring-gai, St Leonards, Crows 
Nest, and many, many more. In fact, 25% of 
Sydney’s daily sewage is carried via the North 
Head network. Unfortunately, all paths lead to 
Naremburn (in and around Flat Rock Gully) 
before sewage heads out to North Head for 
processing.  Capacity constraints are not a 
new problem - in the 1980s an enormous 
overflow system was built to cope. This system 
known as the Northside Storage Tunnel has an 
overflow point at Naremburn and is capable of 
holding 500 million litres of sewage. Despite 
this we find ourselves again facing impending 
capacity issues.  According to the August 2022 
Greater Sydney Water Strategy, “the three 
deep water ocean outfall plants…are struggling 
to reach discharge limits” and “the trunk 
wastewater network is exposed to single points 
of failure”.

The North Head catchment seems to be 
particularly vulnerable – an EPA desktop 
audit in September 2020 (which includes its 
catchment) cited breaches of the licence

 conditions around pollution reporting and 
exceedances – a full audit is now pending. 
Meanwhile, North Head catchment has 
received the highest number of enforceable 
undertakings of any of the networks in 
recent years. Work has been conducted to 
rehabilitate the NSOOS but, according to 
government documents, this work alone will 
not solve the issue. 

Willoughby Council quite rightly in 
their Low and Mid-Rise Housing SEPP 
(LMRH) submission have asked that the 
State Government “substantiate that the 
reforms can be appropriately serviced 
by infrastructure, from roads to schools, 
hospitals, open space, electricity, water and 
sewer.”

 Thankfully, according to Sydney Water’s 
Current Major Projects Pipeline, there is 
some hope on the horizon with $500M – 
$1B in initial investment allocated to “The 
Greater Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula 
(GPOP) Integrated Water Program” to provide 
“alternative water servicing pathways.” 
With design due to commence 2026, it’s 
not clear what the final solution, the full 
cost, or timelines will be. We would suggest 
that adding sewage from thousands more 
properties should not be contemplated before 
this program is up and running. The move 
away from a linear system reliant on ocean 
discharge is expected to be a substantive and 
expensive project. The GPOP report states 
that “A long-term servicing solution that is

 both commercially viable and acceptable to 
the community will need to be in place by 
2032, when the NSOOS is expected to reach 
its transfer capacity”. Keep in mind that this 
timeframe was estimated prior to the current 
planned density changes.

Underpinning the densification plans is the 
assumption that infill (density in established 
areas) is cheaper to service than greenfield 
sites (new areas.) However, it appears that 
the true cost of upgrading outdated systems 
has not been factored into the analysis. Ku-
ring-gai Council had some strong words in 
their submission regarding the underlying 
assumptions justifying a huge uplift in density 
in areas suffering from aging infrastructure: 
“These statements are misleading, inaccurate, 
and disingenuous. The proposal has not 
considered ageing infrastructure in infill areas, 
it only relates to the costs saving in greenfield 
areas.”

The Greater Parramatta and Olympic 
Peninsula (GPOP) Master Plan explains that: 
“The Growth Servicing Plan highlights Sydney 
Water’s response to government recognised 
growth areas. This is predominantly in 
greenfield areas with limited or no services. 

As housing requirements increase, we 
anticipate additional or accelerated demand 
across our servicing area, including in 
established urban areas. These areas may 
require significant review, amplification, and 
investment before being able to accommodate 
increased or accelerated growth. “

Image: Courtesy of Sydney Water, Greater Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula (GPOP) Master Plan, Securing a Water Resilient Future 
for GPOP
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Community 
activities

Help your Community in 3 Easy Steps

Naremburn Community Centre 
7/8 Central St, Naremburn

Ph: 9967 2917

willpark@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Contact the Centre, for room availability

Current Face-to-Face Activities 
 at the Centre:

Willoughby Community Pre-school
Ph: 9427 4260

director@wcp.org.au

Monday to Friday 8:00am-4:00pm

Naremburn Progress Association
Our meeting dates for 2024 are 15 February, 

11 April (AGM), 20 June, 15 August
and 17 October.

All community members are welcome. 
To stay up to date and support our work please 

join as a member.

Please see www.naremburnprogress.org.au 

Volunteers urgently needed -
Naremburn Community Playgroup

Volunteers needed to help us get the 
Naremburn Community Playgroup up and 

running again.  We are looking for parents or 
carers willing to form the committee to run the 
playgroup, otherwise we may need to close this 

valuable community group.  

Please contact Pam at

 pamour@playgroupnsw.org.au

Bushcare

Bicentennial Reserve Bushcare: 
Meet on the 2nd Sunday of each month

 9am-12pm. Sue: 9958 2122

The Drive (Flat Rock Gully) Bushcare: 
Meet on the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month.  

Heidi: 0405 454 300

To join a group please fill out  
Willoughby Council’s Bushcare Volunteer 

Application Form found at:  
bushcare@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Willoughby Community Men’s Shed
Warners Park, The Outpost, Northbridge

Mon-Friday,10am-2.30pm

 (Women attend on Wed)

information@willoughbymensshed.som

Naremburn Community Gardens
Bongalong Street 9am-11am Sundays

Station Street 9am-12pm Sundays

Flat Rock, West Street – 9am Sundays

Email: naremburngardens@gmail.com

1. Make a Submission in Support of the Heritage Order over Donnelly Rd

2. Pick up a “Love your Locals” Card and shop local

3. Join the NPA and offer up your skills, services or advertise with us

Step 1: Support the Community Campaign Step 2: Love your Shops

Step 3: Help the Naremburn Progress Association

How can you help us help Naremburn in 2024?

1. Join as a Member - for as little as $20 you can
help us continue our important work

2. Become a Volunteer - we need help with
minute taking, admin, events and IT

3. Join as one of the fabulous Naremburn
Matters Coordinators

4. Advertise with us - support the work we do
by purchasing an ad

Please email secretary@naremburnprogress.
org.au to let us know how you can help

Support Naremburn businesses by 
shopping locally during the street works.

Pick up a loyalty card at a 
participating business and 
collect 3 stamps
Enter the draw to win a weekly 
prize of $50 to spend locally
NPA members can win a bonus

Visit naremburnprogress.org.au for T&Cs

YO U R  CO M M U N I T Y  VO I C E

APR 2024

Naremburn
Chamber of 
Commerce

 Collect 3 stamps

 (1 for any purchase amount)  

 Add your contact details

 Place card in box at shop
YOUR NAME & PHONE NO.

Join Naremburn Progress Association:

Naremburn Chamber of Commerce

 Collect 3 stamps(1 for any purchase amount)   Add your contact details Place card in box at shop

YOUR NAME & PHONE NO.

Join Naremburn Progress Association:

Naremburn Chamber of Commerce

 Collect 3 stamps

(1 for any purchase amount)  

 Add your contact details

 Place card in box at shop

YOUR NAME & PHONE NO.

Join Naremburn Progress Association:

Naremburn Chamber of Commerce

An initiative of Naremburn Chamber of Commerce & Naremburn Progress Association | Sponsored by Willoughby City Council  




